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Message Text 


1. GUR'S REMARKS ON SPLITTING THE AIRCRAFT PACKAGE WERE 
MADE TO A PRESS CONEERENCE OF MILITARY CORRESPONDENTS ON 
APRIL 18. THERE IS FURTHER COMMENTARY ON HIS REMARKS IN 
TODAY'S ISRAELI PRESS (SEPTEL). 

2. MY INITIAL JUDGMENT IS THAT GUR WAS EXPRESSING PERSONAL 
VIEWS WHICH ARE UNDOUBTEDLY SHARED BY OTHERS (BUT BY NO 
MEANS ALL) IN THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. THE SALE OF F-15S 

TO SAUDI ARABIA REMAINS THE CHIEF TARGET OF THE ISRAELI 
POLITICO-DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENT. GUR'S GAMBLE IS THAT THE 
F-15 SALE TO THE SAUDIS COULD PROBABLY BE KILLED IE 
ISRAEL WERE TO INDICATE IT WISHED NO FURTHER DELIVERIES 
HERE OF F-I5S FOR THE NEXT YEAR OR SO. THIS IS A VIEW WE 
HAVE PARTICULARLY IDENTIFIED WITH MOD DIRECTOR GENERAL 
ZUSSMAN. (AN ISRAELI DECISION TO FOREGO DELIVERIES 
HERE WOULD, OF COURSE, MEAN THAT ISRAEL WOULD LOSE ITS 
PLACE IN THE PRODUCTION LINE. WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT WEIGHT 
GUR OR ZUSSMAN HAVE GIVEN TO THIS CRITICAL FACTOR). 
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3. WHATEVER VIEWS ON THIS PROBLEM GUR AND ZUSSMAN MAY HAVE 
IN COMMON, I BELIEVE WEIZMAN REMAINS THE KEY FIGURE 
ON DECISIONS RELATED TO AIRCRAET PROCUREMENT. UNHAPPY 
AS HE IS OVER THE SALE OE F-15S TO THE SAUDIS, I HAVE SEEN 
NO EVIDENCE THAT HE SHARES GUR'S VIEWS. I AM HOSTING A 
RECEPTION THIS EVENING FOR A LARGE NUMBER OE MOD AND IDF OFFICIALS 
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(INCLUDING WEIZMAN) AND WILL USE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO PURSUE 
THIS QUESTION. WE WILL BE REPORTING EURTHER TOMORROW, BUT 
I WANTED YOU TO HAVE THIS INTERIM RESPONSE THIS MORNING. 

LEWIS 
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